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In recent years there has been a great increase 
in public interest and concern regarding Queens- 
land’s native frogs. Several amateur societies 
have now been established throughout the State 
to watch, study or restore populations of frogs. 
Disappearance and possible extinction of several 
species in the wild and wider declines of others 
as a result of urban-spraw! have catalysed grow- 
ing public fascination. "Frog experts’ are now in 
great demand to provide information about 
Queensland's frog fauna to both the public and 
media. However, scientists and naturalists arc 
experiencing dilficulties in communication be- 
cause most frogs are only known by their scien- 
tific names; the media and public are reluctant to 
use these, 

Some attempts have been made to introduce 
common, or English, names for popular usage 
(Moore, 1961; Clyne, 1969; Barker & Grigg. 
1977; Ingram, 1983, Cogger, 1992 & carlier cdi- 
tions; Tyler, 1992). Not all of these efforts werc 
comprehensive or not all the suggested names 
were adopted. Most suggestions have been based 
on litera! translations of the latin nomenclature 
and this has often led to common names that are 
inappropriate, unwieldy or obscure. For example. 
Litoria rubella has been assigned the names ‘Pur- 
ple Treefrog’ and "Red-purple Treefrog” even 
though very few individuals are purple. And, 
inappropriately, it has also been called ‘Desert 
Treefrog' even though it is commonly found in 
habitats other than desert. For many gencral us- 
ers, the names recommended by scientists simply 
lack the ‘colour’ and ‘descriptiveness’ of the 
common names assigned to, for example, hum- 
mingbirds as in Sibley & Monroe (1990). 

The following list — which has becn developed 
from field experience, common names already in 


use and discussions with interested parties — 
attempts to redress this imbalance by allocating a 
distinct comman name to each species that occurs 
in Queensland. Comman names should reflect 
some distinctive attribute of a taxon, or the place 
where they live, so that it is appropriate in must, 
if not all, contexts. As well, it should not creaie a 
misleading preconception of appearance. Fur- 
thermore. we feel it is desirable that designations 
using ‘toad’ only refer ta the introduced Bufo 
marinus. Thus species of Upervleia are hesein 
referred to as ‘gungans’ from an aboriginal name 
(sec Ingram & Corben 1975) and not us 
‘toadiets’. "Toadler should only be used to de- 
scribe juvenile B. marmus. 

In choosing and framing English names, we 
have followed the principles of Royal Aus- 
tralasian Ornithologists Union (R.A,O.U., 1978), 
Scientific names follow Ingram (1991) with ad- 
dition of U. altissima Davies, Watson, McDon- 
ald, Trenerry & Werren, 1993. 


CHECKLIST OF QUEENSLAND FROGS 


TOADS 
BUFONIDAE 


Bufo Laurenti, 1768 
CANE TOAG B. marinus (Linnaeus, 1758) 


TREEFROGS AND RELATIVES 
HYLIDAE 


Cyclorana Sieindachner, 1867 

NORTHERN SNAPPING-FROG C. australis (Gray, 1842) 

SUPERK COLLARED-FROG C, brevipes (Peters, 1871) 

DeEsERT COLLARED-FROG C. culiripes Parker, 1940 

WESTERN COLLAKED-FROG C. maini Tyler & Martin, 
1977 


LITTLE COLLARED-FROG C. manya Van Beurden & 
MeDonald, 1980 

EASTERN SNAPPING-FROG C. novaeltollandiae Stein- 
dachner, 1867 

WATER-HOLDING FROG C. platyceplialus (Günther, 
1873) 


Litoria Tschudi, 1838 

GREENSTRIPE FROG L. alboguttatus (Günther, 1867) 

NORTHERN SEDGEFROG L. bicolor (Gray, 1842) 

GREEN-THIGHED FROG L. brevipalmata Tyler, Martin 
& Watson, 1972 

GREEN TREEFROG L. caerulea (White, 1790) 

SOUTHERN ORANGE-EYED TREEFROG L. cliloris 
(Boulenger, 1893) 

COOLOOLA SEDGEFROG L. cooloolensis Liem, 1974 

SANDSTONE FROG L. coplandi (Tyler, 1968) 

NORTHERN WATERFROG L. dahlii (Boulenger, 1896) 

BLEATING TREEFROG L. dentata (Keferstein, 1868) 

ELECTRIC TREEFROG L. electrica Ingram & Corben, 
1990 

EASTERN SEDGEFROG L. fallax (Peters, 1880) 

WALLUM ROCKETFROG L. freycineti Tschudi, 1838 

GREEN-EYED TREEFROG L. genimaculata (Horst, 1883) 

GRACEFUL TREEFROG L. gracilenta (Peters, 1869) 

Bumpy ROCKETFROG L. inerinis (Peters, 1868) 

WHITE-LIPPED TREEFROG L. infrafrenata (Günther, 
1867) 

BROAD-PALMED ROCKETFROG L. latopalmata Günther, 
1867 

STONY-CREEK FROG L. lesueuri (Duméril & Bibron, 
1841) 

SCRUB ROCKETFROG L, longirostris Tyler & Davies, 
1977 

ARMOURED MISTFROG L. lorica Davies & MeDonald, 
1979 

PyGMy ROCKETFROG L. microbelos (Cogger, 1966) 

WATERFALL FROG L. naunotis (Andersson, 1916) 

STRIPED ROCKETFROG L. nasuta (Gray, 1842) 

TAWNY ROCKETFROG L. nigrofrenata (Günther, 1867) 

MOUNTAIN MISTFROG L. nyakalensis Liem, 1974 

WALLUM SEDGEFROG L. olongburensis Liem & 1n- 
gram, 1977 

PEACH-SIDED ROCKETFROG L. pallida Davies, Martin 
& Watson, 1983 

CASCADE TREEFROG L. pearsoniana (Copland, 1961) 

EMERALD-SPOTTED TREEFROG L. peronii (Tsehudi, 
1838) 

WHIRRING TREEFROG L. revelata Ingram, Corben & 
Hosmer, 1982 

COMMON Mis TFROG L. rlieocola Liem, 1974 

RED-EYED TREEFROG L. rothii (de Vis, 1884) 

NAKED TREEFROG L. rubella (Gray, 1842) 

NEW ENGLAND TREEFROG L. subglandulosa Tyler & 
Anstis, 1983 
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BLACK-SHINNED ROCKETFROG L. tornieri (Nieden, 
1923) 

LAUGHING TREEFROG L. tyleri Martin, Watson, Gart- 
side, Littlejohn & Loftus-Hills, 1979 

WHISTLING TREEFROG L, verreauxii (Duméril, 1853) 

GIANT ROCKETFROG L. wotjulumensis (Copland, 1957) 

NORTHERN ORANGE-EYED TREEFROG L. xanthomera 
Davies, MeDonald & Adams, 1986 


Nyctimystes Stejneger, 1916 
AUSTRALIAN LACE-LID N. dayi (Günther, 1897) 


NARROW-MOUTHED FROGS 
MICROHYLIDAE 


Cophixalus Boettger, 1892 

WINDSOR NURSERY-FROG C. bombiens Zweifel, 1985 

TAPPING NURSERY-FROG C. concinnus Tyler & Davies, 
1979 

NORTHERN NURSERY-FROG C. crepitans Zweifel, 1985 

BLOOMFIELD NuRSERY-FROG C. exiguus Zweifel & 
Parker, 1969 

PIPPING NURSERY-FROG C. hosmeri Zweifel, 1985 

BUZZING NURSERY-FROG C. infacetus Zweifel, 1985 

SOUTHERN NURSERY-FROG C. micdonaldi Zweifel, 
1985 

TANGERINE NURSERY-FROG C. neglectus Zweifel, 
19623 

COMMON NURSERY-FROG C. ornatus (Fry, 1912) 

CAPE YORK NURSERY-FROG C. peninsularis Zweifel, 
1985 

BOULDER NURSERY-FROG C. saxatilis Zweifel & 
Parker, 1977 


Sphenophryne Peters & Doria, 1878 

CRICKET CHIRPER S. fryi Zweifel, 1962 

SHRILL CHIRPER S. gracilipes (Fry, 1912) 
WHITE-BROWED CHIRPER S. pluvialis Zweifel, 1965 
PEALING CHIRPER S. robusta (Fry, 1912) 


PARENTAL-CARE FROGS AND RELATIVES 
MYOBATRACHIDAE 


Adelotus Ogilby, 1907 
TUSKED FROG A. brevis (Günther, 1863) 


Assa Tyler, 1976 
AUSTRALIAN MamsUPIAL  FROG A. darlingtoni 
(Loveridge, 1933) 


Crinia Tschudi, 1838 

CHiRPING FROGLET C. deserticola (Liem & Ingram, 
1977) 

BEEPING FROGLET C. parinsignifera Main, 1957 

TORRID FROGLET C. remota (Tyler & Parker, 1974) 

CLICKING FROGLET C. signifera (Girard, 1853) 

WALLUM FROGLET C. tinnula Straughan & Main, 1966 
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Kyarranus Moore, 1958 

RED-AND-YELLOW MOUNTAIN-FROG K. kundagungan 
Ingram & Corben, 1975 

MaskED MouNTAIN-FROG K. loveridgei (Parker, 
1940) 


Lechriodus Boulenger, 1882 
BLACK-SOLED FROG L. fletcheri (Boulenger, 1890) 


Limnodynastes Fitzinger, 1843 

MARBLED FROG L. convexiusculus (Macleay, 1877) 

GREY-BELLIED POBBLEBONK L. dumerilii Peters, 1863 

BARKING FROG L. fletcheri Boulenger, 1888 

ORNATE BURROWING-FROG L. ornatus (Gray, 1842) 

STRIPED MARSHFROG L. peronii (Duméril & Bibron, 
1841) 

SALMON-STRIPED FROG L. salmini Steindachner, 1867 

SPOTTED MARSHFROG L, tasmaniensis Günther, 1858 

SCARLET-SIDED POBBLEBONK L. terraereginae Fry, 
1915 


Mixophyes Giinther, 1864 

GREAT BARRED-FROG M. fasciolatus Günther, 1864 

FLEAY'S BARRED-FROG M. fleayi Corben & Ingram, 
1987 

GIANT BARRED-FROG M. iteratus Straughan, 1968 

NORTHERN BARRED-FROG M. schevilli Loveridge, 
1933 


Neobatrachus Peters, 1863 

RATTLING METAL-EYED FROG N. aquilonius Tyler, 
Davies & Martin, 1981 

TRILLING METAL-EYED FROG N. centralis (Parker, 
1940) 

EASTERN METAL-EYED FROG N. sudelli (Lamb, 1911) 


Notaden Günther, 1873 

Hory Cross FROG N. bennettii Günther, 1873 
BROWN ORBFROG N, melanoscaplius Hosmer, 1962 
RUBY-SPOTTED ORBFROG N, nichollsi Parker, 1949 


Pseudophryne Fitzingcr, 1843 

RED-BACKED BROODFROG P. coriacea Keferstein, 
1868 

GREAT BROWN BROODFROG P. major Parker, 1940 


Rheobatrachus Liem, 1973 

SOUTHERN PLATYPUSFROG R. silus Liem, 1973 

NORTHERN PLATYPUSFROG R. vitellinus Mahony, Ty- 
ler & Davies, 1984 


Taudactylus Straughan & Lee. 1966 

SHARP-SNOUTED DAYFROG T. acutirostris (Andersson, 
1916) 

SOUTHERN DAYFROG T. diurnus Straughan & Lee, 
1966 

EUNGELLA DAYFROG T, eungellensis Liem & Hosmer, 
1973 

EUNGELLA TINKERFROG T. liemi Ingram, 1980 

KROOMBIT TINKERFROG T. pleione Czechura, 1986 
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NORTHERN TINKERFROG T. rheophilus Liem & Hos- 
mer, 1973 


Uperoleia Gray, 1841 

TABLELAND GUNGAN U. altissima Davies, Watson, 
McDonald, Trenerry & Werren, 1993 

DESERT GUNGAN U. capitulata Davies, McDonald & 
Corben, 1986 

SANDY GUNGAN U. fusca Davies, McDonald & Cor- 
ben, 1986 

FLOODPLAIN GUNGAN U. inundata Tyler, Davies & 
Martin, 198] 

EASTERN GUNGAN U. laevigata Keferstein, 1867 

STONEMASON GUNGAN U. litliomoda Tyler, Davies & 
Martin, 1981 

RED-SPECKLED GUNGAN U. littlejoluii Davies, McDon- 
ald & Corben, 1986 

ToRRES GUNGAN U. mimula Davies, McDonald & 
Corben, 1986 

CHUBBY GUNGAN U. rugosa (Andersson, 1916) 

ORANGE-SHOULDERED GUNGAN U. tracliyderma Tyler, 
Davies & Martin, 1981 


TRUE FROGS 
RANIDAE 


Rana Linnaeus, 1758 
AUSTRALIAN BULLFROG R. daemeli Steindachner, 
1868 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


We thank Peter Dwyer, Carol Nattrass, Robin 
Czechura, Rona Gleeson, Michael Strong and 
Steve Wilson for their comments and sugges- 
tions. 


LITERATURE CITED 


BARKER, J. & GRIGG, G.C. 1977. ‘A field guide to 
Australian frogs.’ (Rigby: Adelaide). 

COGGER, H.G. 1992. ‘Reptiles and amphibians of 
Australia.” 5th ed. (Reed Books: Chatswood). 

DAVIES, M., WATSON, G.F., MCDONALD, K.R., 
TRENERRY, M.P. & WERREN, G. 1993. A 
new species of Uperoleia (Anura: Leptodactyli- 
dae: Myobatrachinae) from northeastern Austra- 
lia. Memoirs of the Queensland Museum 33: 
167-174. 

CLYNE, D. 1969. ‘Australian frogs.’ (Lansdowne 
Press: Melbourne). 

INGRAM, G.J. 1983. Amphibians (frogs). Pp. 124- 
132. In Davies, W. (ed.), “Wildlife of the Bris- 
bane Area.’ Jacaranda: Brisbane. 

1991. Checklist of frogs. P.355. In Ingram, G.J. & 
Raven, R.J. (eds), ‘An atlas of Queensland’s 
frogs, reptiles, birds and mammals.' (Queensland 
Museum: Brisbane). 


224 MEMOIRS OF THE QUEENSLAND MUSEUM 


INGRAM, GJ. & CORBEN, C.J. 1975. A new species 
of Kyarranus (Anura: Leptodactylidae) from 
Queensland, Australia. Memoirs of the Queens- 
land Museum 17: 335-339, pl.42. 

MOORE, J.A. 1961. The frogs of eastern New South 
Wales. Bulletin of the American Museum of 
Natural History 121: 149-386. 


R.A.O.U. 1978. Recommended English names for 
Australian birds. Emu 77 (supplement): 245-307. 

SIBLEY, C.G. & MONROE, B.L., JR 1990. ‘Distribu- 
tion and taxonomy of birds of the world'. (Yale 
University Press: New Haven). 

TYLER, M.J.1992. ‘Encyclopedia of Australian ani- 
mals. Frogs.' (Angus & Robertson: Sydney). 


